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Welcome to a “morning of 
learning” about Syria 

Luke 10:25 



+A brief introduction to the 
context to the humanitarian 
crisis in / around Syria 
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2010: 22 million people living in Syria; considered a middle income country; 
important ancient civilization; rich diversity; geographically size of Spain 



+
Worst humanitarian crisis in the 
world today 



+
Updated figures 



+
How did it all start?  

n  2006 – 2011: devastating drought in Syria 

n  December 2010: “Arab Spring” 

n  March 2011: Prodemocracy protests  

n  By 2012: Descent into civil war 

n  June 2013: 90,000 people have been killed 

n  Today: 250,000 people have 
been killed; 4.6 million Syrians 
have left the country (refugees);
6.5 million people are 
displaced with Syria (internally 
displaced people or IDPs) 
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Destruction of 
houses in the old 
city, Homs. 



[Source: The Economist 2015] 

n  Syria’s development situation has regressed by four decades 

n  Economy has contracted by an estimated 40% meaning that the 
majority of Syrians have lost their livelihoods  



+
Crisis within Syria 
n  17.9 million people still inside Syria (from 24.5 million before 

the war began) 

n  6 million are considered to be internally displaced people 

n  50 % unemployment rate 

n  Since 2010, life expectancy is estimated to have shortened by 
from 75 years to 55 years at the end of 2014 

n  School attendance has dropped by more than 50%; 70% 
living in extreme poverty 

n  Estimated 80,000 Syrian doctors have left (Nov 2014) 



+





+
Truce in Syria – is there hope? 

n  February 2016 

n  Cessation of hostilities to let 
humanitarian aid into the country 

n  Has been patchy – many players involved 

Interview with UNDP humanitarian 
coordinator for Syria, when asked if 
there were there any glimmers of hope 
in Syria? 

The glimmer of hope is the Syrians. Eighteen 
million Syrians wake up every morning and 
they don’t give up. Syrians are in love with 
their country… They haven’t given up. The 
world should not give up on them. 



+
Crisis outside Syria 

n  4.8 million refugees from Syria 

n  Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan and Iraq hold greatest numbers of 
refugees. Lebanon hosts over a million people (~25% of its total 
population) 

n  ~900,000 have sought asylum in Europe 

[Images from Zaatari Camp, Jordan] 
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“The Lost Generation” 

Abdelkarim’s Story1 

More than half of all displaced 
people resulting from Syrian conflict 
are children, most are <12 years 

[Sources: 1European University Institute; 2Basma’s story - Save the Children;] 
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Mental health  

n  Witnessing violence or having their own lives put in danger 

n  Loss of family members 

n  Loss of houses, belongings 

n  The longer people are in the camps, the greater the sense of 
hopelessness (uncertainty for the future) 

n  Stigma around mental health prevents people from seeking help 

n  10% of refugees resettling in North America has Post traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD), others suffer from depression and 
anxiety 

n  Refugee children have higher rates of PTSD (20%) 
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Coming to Canada… 

n  Recognize there are challenges of adaptation and adjustment 
to a new culture, city, country  

n  Need to be alert to mental health issues as early mental 
health intervention is important for those who need help 

n  Ensure anti-refugee discrimination in Canada doesn’t add to 
the suffering and isolation of newcomers  

n  Keep families & children together during the integration 
process can reduce stress & anxiety 



+

The whole idea of compassion is based on a 
keen awareness of the interdependence of 
all these living beings, which are all part of 
one another, and all involved in one another. 

    - Thomas Merton  

   



+
MSF brief video on World Refugee 
Day 2016 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1qCQRRZhavY 
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My Sources 

n  United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

n  United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UNOCHA) 

n  European University Institute 

n  World Vision 

n  Save the Children 

n  Medecins sans Frontieres (MSF) 

n  BBC, The Economist, The Atlantic, CBC 

n  St. Andrew’s Church Ottawa 

n  Pottie K, Greenaway C, Hassan G et al “Caring for a newly arrived Syrian family.” 
Canadian Medical Association Journal 2016. DOI:10.1503 /cmaj.151422  

n  Sharara SL and Kaj SS “War and Infectious Diseases: Challenges of the Syrian Civil War”   
PLOS Pathogens 2015. DOI: 10.1371/journal.ppat.1004438 




